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i.   CHRIST AND FORGIVENESS

In this booklet we are dealing briefly with some
of the problems which urgently press upon the youth
of the day. We may wonder whether the problem of
forgiveness is of sufficient importance to be included
among the most important questions which trouble
modern youth. We may also wonder whether the
problem is peculiarly a problem of youth. Youth is
the period of lofty idealism and it may be supposed
that resentment and anger and bitterness belong more
to the periods of middle age and of old age rather than
of youth.

In studying the teaching of Jesus we are impressed
by the great importance which He attaches to the need
for the forgiveness of our fellowmen when they offend
against us (Matt. 5: 23, 24). Prayer is the supreme
act of the religious life. Jesus here declares that
prayer becomes ineffective if any grievance is nursed
or resentment entertained during the time of prayer.
This shows clearly the tremendous significance which
Jesus attaches to the need for forgiveness. Unless a
man fully forgives his brother his prayer win not be
heard. Before proceeding with prayer it is absolutely
necessary to clear the mind of all resentment and
anger. The importance of foigiveness in the teaching